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The Birth of the Symbol — 1933-1946 
In the pattern of the development of any symbol there always arises the question "Why?" 
Though there exist no extent statement in documentary form, traditions of the state and region and 
the testimony of contemporaries serve as useful guides to the intent of the founders. The regional 
root may very well arise out of the traditional idealization of the southern white woman and the 
matriarchial or matrifocal symbolism out of the history of the black slave family. Whether there was 
a marriage of the symbolic and the pragmatic in this symbolism may be a deeper question that cannot 
be answered here. However, the statement of students contemporaneous with the establishment of 
the symbol make clear a closeness to the theoretical model. 
Opinions vary as to the "why" of this symbol.1 There are those who feel that it meant little more 
than an opportunity for a small town girl to gain a certain popularity on a wider state stage. Others, 
touched with the golden haze of nostalgia perhaps, that comes when looking back at ones youth, see 
the symbol as an attempt to symbolize the highest aspiration of student development by finding a 
worthy young lady to preside over the official public functions of the institutions, viz., the annual 
game in the Cotton Bowl in Dallas early in the fall, the Homecoming celebration in November, the 
Coronation in March, and anything else important in between. There also exists the notion that the 
whole exercise was an apprenticeship in student leadership. The Panther staff, then the focal point of 
student power, had the opportunity to develop and run the entire enterprise from selection to 
coronation, raising the money withal, thus gaining a knowledge which would be difficult to acquire 
otherwise. 
Miss Prairie View was launched in a time that was clearly out-of-joint in the state, region and 
nation. The rigors of the great depression was to catch the second period of the Banks administration 
in full career, and put a brake upon the dream he had for the college. The vision of state and founda­
tions in a tandem of constructive fulfillment was to vanish. In its stead was to be tight budgets, jerry 
built buildings, N. Y. A. and P. W. A. programs and structures, and a heart-breaking attempt to meet 
accreditation standards. These departures were to bring some failures and some successes. Perhaps 
they also were to teach a salutary lesson about the uses of fantasy; because a man faced with such 
dilemmas could fine solace in the common rituals of his student's dreams.2 
Miss Prairie View was to become both a symbol and a ritual in the Banks years. The fourteen 
girls that were to gain this title during the remainder of the Banks' regime were to add a touch of color 
and romanticism to the grime issues of poverty and war which were to color the strivings of this giant 
to meet the ever-growing demand of his people for equality and justice.3 
•Opinions expressed herein are a summation of the thoughts of Mrs. R. L. B. Evans, Dr. J. W. Echols, and Mrs. Theola Woods, in Recorded 
Interviews, April 1977. 
2George Ruble Woolfolk, Prairie View . . .  p .  2 8 0 .  
3George Ruble Woolfolk, The First Seventy-five Years . . . Passim 
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Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. H. S. Estelle 
1940-1941 1942-1943 
ADA L. EVANS MELTON LILLIE B. SIMOND DAVIS 
Los Angeles, California Lufkin, Texas 
Formerly Prairie View, Tx. attended P.V. 1937^41 Formerly Lufkin, Tx.; attended P.V. 1938-43; 
Biology Major; Chemistry Minor; Home Economics Major; 
Parents: Edward B. & Lucille Evans •< /-v ^ /-v A F- Parents: Percy & Amanda Sinod 1940-45 
Winners 
1943-1944 
EARL1NE M. ROSS DAVIS 
East Orange, New Jersey 
Formerly Houston, Tx.; attended P.V. 1940-44; 
Home Economics Major 
1945-1946 
DORIS JEAN PEPPERS 
Dallas. Texas 
Formerly Dallas, Tx.; attended P.V. 1942-46; 
Home Economics Major; 




Home Economics Major 
The Old Fantasy in a New World 
1946-1969 
There is a logic to the establishment of a tradition or an institution. There is first a feeling of the 
way as the institution seeks to establish routines that both justify its being and assure the continuity 
of its routines against the accidental and the empirical. At least by the first decade of its development 
"Miss Prairie View" had cleared the ground for what could remain the pattern of its existence. When 
viewed from the standpoint of "contest," "crowning" and "Coronation" interesting contestants and 
variable imagery which reflect mutations in both the "symbol," Miss Prairie View, and the tides of 
change that were to sweep over the institution as it sought to serve the citizens of Texas.4 
The "Contest" of the Banks' era set the pattern of selection, with some mutation, down to 
1970-71. Conceived as a student activity under the control of their publication, The Panther, its 
editor and staff soon formed a tight coterie of power, not only able to say who would run, but also 
who could win in the face of what evidence. There was the usual pattern of student managers, drawn 
at first from every class, but eventually confined to handling only senior girls. There was no restriction 
on the place of origin of the contestant. Madelyn Freeman hailed from Kansas City, while Martha 
Estelle came from Hempstead. Needless-to-say, San Antonio, Houston, Dallas, and Tyler figured 
largely in your chances for success, since to a degree your chances for success hinged upon how much 
money you could lay on the table the night the contest closed. 
In the cruel pragmatism of youth, the whole affair became a manipulation of the "beautiful" 
people. To-be-sure, it was good to be able to parade, as did Arthuryne Andrews, memberships in Alpha 
Pi Mu Honor Society, Presidency of the Y.W.C.A. and the Debating Society, Secretary of the Senior 
Class, and (by all means) major in Home Economics. But there were only a few about who were so naive 
as to not understand that coming from the right family and being either mulatto or a "teasing" brown 
helped your case immeasurably. Powerful editors of the Panther, like A. C. Herald and Lemmon 
McMillan could fairly dictate who would be Queen from their seat of power. Therefore girls under­
stood that their "running" without the proper blessing could truly be an exercise in futility. 
The dramatic build-up to the fateful night near the middle or end of October in the first semester 
was an experience seldom missed by the student body and the staff. Contestants and their managers 
assembled eventually in the prosaic place off the now beaten path of the University that we call the 
"women's gym." As the student body climbed past 900 into the 1,000's the four classes would range 
themselves in groups on either side to root for their candidate. The rounds of reporting the money 
turned in at strategic points heightened the suspense of the evolving climax. 
"•Information for this section has been drawn from The Panther [Student Paper], Vol. 9, no. 1, October, 1936; Vol. 10, no. 1, October, 1937; Vol. 
12, no. 1, October, 1939; Vol. 13, no. 4, November, 1943. Recorded Interviews with Mrs. R. L. B. Evans, Mrs. Theola Woods, and Dr. Jack Echols, 
April 1977. Annua! Catalogue, 1935; Annua! Catalogue, 1937; The Pam/ier(Yearbook), 1940, p. 142; The Pant her (Yearbook) 1943; Purple and Gold, 
(Yearbook), 1946. p. 154. 
The end of the count, sometimes very close, brought the drama of the first act to a close. The 
editor of the Panther, or his designate, announced the winner, and the young lady, to the cheers of 
her partisans, was escorted by her manager to the front to be presented as the reigning queen for the 
ensuing year. The money was turned over to a student loan fund, named eventually after a fallen 
student, Abner Davis.5 
The next stage in the drama lay close at hand. The state fair of Texas provided a backdrop for 
this dazzeling moment. On "Negro" day the black version of the "Cotton Bowl" was played out in the 
Dallas Fair Park stadium. The Prairie View Panthers annually met Wiley College in a classic that at 
its "half-time" provided the opportunity to officially crown Miss Prairie View. The trip to Dallas was 
in itself a momentous occasion to be enjoyed by both students and faculty alike. If you had the luck of 
a Mable Porter, your time fell across the face of the Texas Centennial and you could be crowned by 
Duke Ellington. Martha Estelle was crowned by Etta Moten, and Earline Ross drew no less a figure 
than Col. West A. Hamilton, PMST at the college. Flanked by escorts and runners-up and every 
important alumnae who could muscle-in with flowers and gifts, the crowning was a sight to behold, a 
thing to be treasured by the winner because she had indeed been presented to the black elite of Texas. 
Such an auspicious beginning of a reign was quickly followed in November by Home Coming. 
Here the Queen and her attendants had the opportunity to parade to the railroad station and 
present the keys to the college to the incoming alumni. As the backdrop of a campus parade grew to 
maturity, the queen, her managers, her attendants, and the student life faculty attached became the 
center of attention. Faculty intrusion into the contest format was inevitable, and Roby Hilliard 
became the living symbol of the faculty involvement which would eventually shrink the central 
meaning of the students in the whole affair. Another "half-time" ceremony was to develop where the 
queen was to be the center of attention. Whatever else happened was but a prelude to the highest 
moment of the reign, The Coronation. 
"Coronation"—a mystical, magic time in the fable of fantasy that surrounds the total concept of 
campus queen. Though the concept was born in depression and nutured, in this decade, by the 
shadow of war, it did what it was supposed to do, viz., lift the curtain of dreams to blot out the hum­
drum and the harsh reality—to give a moment of release from the prosaic and the careworn. There is 
the utility of the idea for youth, and, perhaps for age as well. To the student the Coronation was the 
highlight of the year, perhaps standing next only to graduation in the pattern of fulfillment. Those 
who have worked to project this climatic moment have understood this need, and have sought to 
make each "Coronation" a miracle of artistry and transformation. In the early days on the cement 
floor of the old dinning hall under the Auditorium the fantasy began. There was the understanding 
that there should be a beautiful procession, and when the new Auditorium-gymnasium came along 
at the end of the 1930's there seemed to have been the perfect setting provided for such a stately 
occasion. 
Each year brought a different transformation to the "gym" based upon some previously de­
termined theme. The Coronation dress, the gowns of the courts and the dress of the crown-bearers 
(to say nothing of the innovations in lighting and mechanics of Mr. Fry) were problems of serious 
concern. Needless-to-say the young male "aristocrats" were in formal attire. There was a time in the 
early days where the procession began with the "Lady Maids" and their attendants and the Queens 
'Martha Estelle for an example was to report $294.76, and the total for her contest was $702.83. Ada Louise Evans was to report $722.00 and her 
next runner-up had $231.00. Earline Ross is to set a high in this decade with $1,196.41; her runners-up turned in respectively $451.61 and $439.51. It is 
interesting that all three of these contestants were drawn from Home Economics. 
of yesteryear, and finally the elected Queen. When Hattie Givens was crowned only twenty-three 
people were in the "Coronation" that began at 8 p.m. The addition of more royalty and flower girls, 
and crown bearers and guards of honor kept the number of participants escalating. There was a 
good band and a formal dance following the crowning either by the editor of the Panther or, with 
faculty encroachment, some staff member in student life and eventually the "Principal" or head of 
the institution. The other queens of previous years were to fade from the scene, leaving the Winner 
alone in her glory. 
W. R. Banks was succeeded on September 1, 1946 by Dr. E. B. Evans. Like Dr. Osborne, whom 
he admired all his life, Dr. Evans was a man of science, "tops" in his field. Time and Happenstance 
had made the "teacher-training" orientation of the college unsuitable to the diversified aspirations of 
an ever widening clientele and a highly specialized technological age. To meet this new situation, the 
50th Legislature named Prairie View the "Agricultural and Mechanical" branch of a University of 
the first class, and authorized instruction in all areas current at the time equivalent to that at the 
Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas. 
But while Dr. Evans carried the stamp of the new age in his personal prowess and achievement, 
he had been Banks' second in command, and, perhaps, not quite ready for Heman Marion Sweat 
who stood on the threshhold of Evans' time of trial. The ordeal of the Board of Education of Topeka 
Kansas was to catch Evans in mid-career, and the pent-up "let's-have-it-now" of the Black youth of 
the "60's" was to dog his tracks to the very end. He, and the middle-class symbol of black women-
hood (with which he had been identified from the beginning), borrowed from the WASP tradition 
of the American "rah-rah" experience seemed a little out of place. 
bThe First Seventy-five Years, 1876-1951. 





LILLIE M. BROWN 
Houston, Tx.. formerly, Houston; attended P.V., 1943^)7; 
Business Major, Economics Minor; 
Parents: Ernest & Irene Brown 
1947-1948 
JOYCE M. WILSON 
Port Arthur, Tx.; formerly, Summerville, Tx.; 
attended P.V., 1945-48; English Major, Education, Minor; 
Parents: Mr. & Mrs. Wilson 
Lonely, Talented, and Successful 
1948^9 1949-1950 
IDA M. KEITH (GEORGE) ARTHUR M. CRUNK (GIST) 
Galena Park, Tx.; formerly, Wharton, Tx.; attended P.V., \945-49: San Antonio, Tx.; formerly. San Marcos, Tx.; 
Business Major, Education, Minor; attended P.V., 1945-50; Physical Ed. Major, Education Minor; 
Parents: Ike & Alice Keith Parents: Freeman & Mary Crunk 
Lovely, Talented, and Successful 
1951-1952 
DRUSILLA MOORE 
Lyons, Tx.; formerly, Lyons, Tx.; attended P.V., 1948-1952; 
History Major, Education Minor; 
Parents: Mr. & Mrs. Drew Moore 
Like the "Animal Industries," the new "Science," the "Engineering" and the little "Dome" 
complex this technical Agriculturalist was to build, the spirit of the institution turned "science" to 
the degree that it was reflected in the Queens of the new era. The past dies hard; and though baby 
faced mulattoes may be found here and there, the new age of racial dignity, credibility, and self 
awareness is to show itself in the new choices for Queen. Popularity by "greenbacks," a dubious 
distinction to say the least, merged into a trend of popular voting that was to eventually bring the 
ballot-box and the voting machine to the campus. Such a trend toward the open choosing of the 
Queen was bound to put brains before beauty, and to break the hold of the "clothes-horse" tradition 
of Home Economics upon the Queenship. 
An analysis of the Queens of the new era proved instructive. Save for the infrequent intervention 
of the older liberal art areas of History, Music, English, and Elementary Education, "Biology," 
"Business" and "Mathematics" dominate to the extent of 50% of the new breed. Drawn predominantly 
from Houston and Dallas, these are big city girls, touched by the new aggression of the aroused urban 
Negro in the politics of equality. 
Lovely, Talented, and Successful 
I 
1953-1954 
OPAL G. JOHNSON SMITH 
Dallas, Tx.; formerly, Corrigan, Tx.; attended P.V., 1950-1954; 
Mathematics Major, Spanish Minor; 
Parents; Mr, & Mrs. W. W. Johnson 
1952-1953 
DORA LEE UPSON DABBS 
Dallas, Tx.; formerly, Willis, Tx.; attended P.V., 1949-1953; 
Home Economics Major, Education Minor 
Parents: Mr. & Mrs. Barnes Upson 
1955-1956 
EVELYN ALFRED FOWARD 
Dallas, Tx.; formerly Baytown, Tx.; attended P.V.. 
Business Major, Education Minor; 
Parents: Mrs. D. Marvella Alfred 
1951-1954; 
1954-1955 
BENN1E J. DOUGLASS YOUNG 
Houston, Tx.; formerly, Caldwell, Tx.; attended P.V., 1951-1955; 
Music Major, Secondary Education Minor; 
Parents; Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Douglass 
Lovely, Talented, and 
1957-1958 
1.1LLIE JACKSON 
Bay City, Tx.; Business Education Major; 
Parents: Mr. & Mrs. Roosevelt Jackson 
1956-1957 
JO ELLA McCAULEY WILSON 
Lancaster, Calif.;formerly Houston, Tx.;attended P.V., 1953-1957; 
Elementary Education Major, Music Minor; 
Parents: Mrs. Ella T. Calhoun 
1959-1960 
HAZEL HORTENSE MUSE 
J'yler, Tx.; formerly, Tyler, Tx.; attended P.V., 1956-1960; 
Business Major, Spanish Minor; 
Parents: Mr. & Mrs. F. L. Muse 
1958-1959 
CELESTINE M. T1SDALE BARNES 
Houston, Tx.; formerly, Wharton, Tx.; attended P.V., 1955-1959; 
Business Major, Elementary Education Minor; 
Parents: Mr. & Mrs. Nolan Tisdale 
Lovely, Talented, and Successful 
1960-1961 
KATHRYN CURTIS WEISNER (JOHNSON) 
Baton Rouge, La.; formerly, Hawkins, Tx.; attended P.V., 1957-61; 
Elementary Ed. Major, Library Science Minor; 
Parents: Mr. & Mrs. James Weisner 
1961-1962 
CHARLOTTE A. YOUNG (BURTON) 
Oklahoma City, Okla.; formerly, Gladwater, Tx.; 
attended P.V., 1958-62; English Major, Erench Minor; 
Parents: James Young, Mrs. J. D. Wilson 
There are to be three dates that are to dominate the Evans' Revolution which was to sweep him and 
the campus that he had known beyond the reach of his understanding. Brown vs. the Board of 
Education of Topeka Kansas (1954) was to finish the shattering of the educational monopoly that 
Blacks had had on the education of their children and youth. December 1, 1955 found Rosa Parks on a 
Cleveland Avenue bus during the early Christmas rush with feet sufficiently tied to defy the white 
prerogative and launch the Martin Luther King led Non-violent movement in Montgomery, Alabama 
and across the amazed Southland. On February 1, 1960, four Negro College freshmen sat down at a 
segregated dime store lunch counter in Greensboro, North Carolina, and refused to move until they 
were served. Within two months the "sit-in" protest had spread to sixty-five cities and every state in the 
South. Traditional middle class patterns of protest had been abandoned and the Negro revolt had 
begun.7 
Fantasy has its uses; but it also can mask a penchant for unreality. Lillian Jacksons was one of the 
many crowned in these fateful days. Wearing a lace floor length formal dress and properly escorted, she 
was surrounded by a bevy of "Princesses" and "Princes," "Duchesses," "Flower girls," "Crown bearers" 
and "Dukes." 
'Robert M. Bleiweiss, ed., Marching to Freedom: The Life of Martin Luther King, Jr. (American Education Publication, Conn., 1968) pp62et 
passim; Dan Wakefield, Revolt in the South, (Grove Press, Inc., 1960) pp 107 et seq. 
Talented, and Successful 
1962-1963 
MARY ANN JOLIVET (DENNIS) 
Lafayette, La.; formerly, Houston, Tx.; attended P.V., 1959-63; 
Biology Major, Chemistry Minor; 
Parents: Mr. Melvin Jolivet 
1963-1964 
MAUDE FERGUSON COOPER (ROYAL) 
Houston, Tx.; formerly Prairie View, Tx.; attended P.V.. 1961-64; 
Business Major, Economics Minor; 
Parents: Dr. & Mrs. Wm. C. Ferguson 
1964-1965 
MARIE D. JOHNSON (RATC1.IFF) 
Houston, Tx.; formerly Houston, Tx.; attended P.V., 1961-65; 
Mathematics Major, Business Minor; 
Parents: Mr. Wm. G. Johnson 
1965-1966 
TOBERTHA McDOWELL (LEVY) 
Sweeny, Tx.; formerly Lincoln, Tx.; attended P.V.. 1962-66; 
Music Major; 
Parents: Mr. & Mrs. Daniel H. McDowell 





NANCY BANKSTON CARTER 
Houston, Tx.; formerly, San Antonio, Tx.; attended P.V., 1965-1968; 
Biology Major, Physical Education Minor; 
Parents: Eddie Bankston, Mrs. Theresa Dubre 
1966-1967 
CHERYL McINTYRE TAYLOR 
Kansas City, Mo.; formerly, Bonham, Tx.; attended P.V., 1963-1967; 
Dietetics Major, Home Economics Minor; 
Parents: Mr. LeRoy E. Mclntyre 
1969-1970 
POLLY MAX1NE ELMORE 
Houston, Tx.; attended P.V., 1966-1970; Sociology Major; 
Parents: Tommie & Callie Elmore 
1968-1969 
MARY DELORES FRANCIS 
Paris, Tx.; formerly, Prairie View, Tx.; attended P.V., 1965-1969; 
Home Economics Major; Parents: Mr. Luther V. Francis 
They were all attending something called "Winter Wonderland" in a setting of red and white 
boulders outlining the sides of the "gym," with a large one at the entrance of the Royal courtyard. 
Flowers, songs, and gifts abounded, and the physical education dance group danced "Sleigh Ride" 
to the tune of "Winter Folly." 
" ^ 
j Civil rights activism has depended very heavily on Negroes of college age. 
" Like university students elsewherfc, these adolescents have not yet been lock­
ed into the economy, and are relatively free from economic reprisals (though 
j their parents have not been). Correspondingly, they have been less suscep 
1 tible to temptation and therefore less suspect in Negro communities 'which 
are corrosively skeptical of adult leadership. But the students' activism 
I has seldom been encouraged, even tacitly, by Negro college administrators 
" or faculty, and has often been bitterly opposed. This opposition reflects the 
obvious pressure that whites could bring to bear on the Negro colleges to 
, ,dd to their already numerous troubles. It also reflects the irritation of the 
1 more academically oriented faculty at seeing their best students distracted 
from school work by what many professors regard as mindless activism, 
l while their worst students may seem to use civil rights work as an excuse for 
" goofing off. These faculty members want their students to win Woodrow 
Wilson Fellowships or to get into medical school, not go to jail. The less 
n academic faculty are also unsympathetic to civil rights activists. Thus the 
1 gap between the white-fearing and God-fearing adults and the dissident and 
rebellious young people has perhaps been even greater in the Negro world 
than in the corresponding white world. For this and other reasons, the Ne-
n gro college campuses have not, with a few famous exceptions, been centers 
of protest in the South, nor have they provided the shock troops for organ­
izations like the Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee in the way 
i that Northern campuses have for the Northern Student Movement and Stu­
dents for a Democratic Society. Nonetheless, the civil rights movement has 
had an enormous impact on die attitudes of students at Negro colleges dur-
Christopher Jencks and David Riesman, "The American Negro College," Harvard Educational Review, Vol. 37, no. 1 
(1967) p. 27. 
Though the Harvard savants did not believe so, the black revolt was to touch even the sacrosanct 
symbol of the Campus Queen. Subtle changes in the Queen came not only with the ballot box and the 
voting machine, but also with a better concentration of serious student achievement under the watchful 
eye of the Student Government power thrust. This new seriousness is clearly seen in the coronation 
statements of Charlotte Ann Young in 1962 the theme of which was "My Beloved Country." The 
Coronation was "geared toward the recognition of those students who have achieved scholastical, civic, 
recreational and cultural acclaim." 
But the testing time was just around the corner. The Students for a Democratic Society and the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee were based as close as Houston and its sprawling public 
college campuses. Prairie View soon fell within their missionary efforts to Politicize the black colleges. 
The blow fell on schedule. Maude Ferguson, elected Queen for 1963-64, under the spell of her activist 
father, refused the traditional role of Queen. All of the rest of the young ladies down through Polly 
Elmore (herself wavering in her allegiance to the role) served in an atmosphere of turmoil, boycotts, 
terrorist tactics upon campus property, and the suppressed anger of a divided community, the members 
of which, both student and staff, eyed each other with suspicion. Sad but true, the so called black 
revolution became simply a vehicle for the airing of the personal failures and pent up angers accumu­
lated in a world no less fanciful than its fabricated Queen and her imaginary court. 
Phase III 
Miss Prairie View in the Main Stream 
1970-1977 
The seventies, another phase in this ceasingly emerging epilogue of the Miss Prairie View story, 
have been characterized by the entrance into an apparent period of constructive tranquility, evolving 
from the turbulent sixties. This new period of quiet perspectives and consolidation has been typified by 
emphasis on a greater thrust into the mainstream as reflected in the work of the Centennial Council.1 
Those absorbing forces impinging on the Miss Prairie View symbol had been building quietly along. 
The Miss Texas Teen Pageant, involving the high school young ladies and a projection of the Uni­
versity's Information Office since 1960, had quietly introduced another dimension to the Miss Prairie 
View Pageant. That induced format was more in keeping with the National State pattern associated 
with Miss America. It was an additional part of the total pattern. The April 28,1971 program announc­
ing, ". . . Miss Prairie View Pageant sponsored in cooperation with Miss Texas and Miss America 
Pageants," was another link in the series. 
That announcement which grew out of the decision of Miss America Pageant Officials in the 
summer of 1969 to grant Prairie View A&M University a franchise to participate in the "Miss Texas-
Miss America Pageants" was indeed an epoch. Prairie View A&M University was the first predomi­
nately Black institution of higher learning granted a franchise. And Miss Margaret C. Penn was the first 
Black lady to compete in the history of the State's Miss Texas Pageants. 
Accompanying that epochal development in the history of Miss Prairie View was the evolution of a 
new breed of queens. But while the "new breed" reflect the charm and personality of the pioneers they 
likewise depict selection with concentrated emphasis on academic and leadership prowess. (Miss) 
Margaret C. Penn personified that vision and concentrated emphasis when she asserted, "Prairie View 
. . . has been opening many avenues of learning and experiences for its students." 
One of the most outstanding ... is the opportunity for ... "Miss Prairie View" to compete in the 
"Miss Texas" Pageant . . . Both are preliminary competition for the "Miss America" Pageant held 
annually in Atlantic City, New Jersey.2 
'A Development Plan 1870-1980 Prairie View A&M College of Texas Report of the Centennial Couneil, January 10, 1970, pp. 2, 3, 5, 6-7. 
2Prairie View A&M College Presents The Second Annual Miss Prairie View Pageant, April 28, 1971. 
Graceful contenders for the Miss Prairie View crown won by Miss Penn3 in 1970 included 
Miss Elaine Alexander, Miss Cynthia Charles, Miss Yvonne Harrison, Miss Ellen Holland, Miss Viola 
Jacquo and Miss Francine Nolly. Six coeds have followed that initial thrust of Miss Penn in winning 
the Miss Prairie View title and trying for the coveted Miss Texas crown. Those attractive and talented 
young ladies have included Miss Sandra Baker, Miss Bernadine English, Miss Eunice Cartwright, 
Miss Mary C. Washington, Miss Althea Tate and Miss Shelly Townsend. Equally revealing are the 
themes such as, "A Time For Us," 1971; "Everywhere," 1972; "Stairway to the Stars," 1973; "The 
Sunshine of My Life," 1974; and the "Beauty"—"American Tradition" ideas of 1975 and 1976. 
Miss Bernadine English, the 1972 Miss Prairie View, typifies those anticipated leadership 
qualities. Formerly an elementary music teacher in the Victoria Independent School District, she is 
currently employed in that capacity in the Houston Independent School District. Each school in the 
Houston Independent School District designates one teacher whom they feel has made outstanding 
contributions to their school and community. Miss English was nominated a candidate in the tenth 
annual "Outstanding Young Educators" in the Houston Independent School District. The Board of 
Education, the Houston Junior Chamber of Commerce and the Mayor of Houston, Mr. Fred 
Hofheinz, have joined to proclaim Friday, May 6, 1977 as "Outstanding Young Educators Day" in 
Houston, Texas. At 7:30 p.m. on that date and at an Outstanding Young Educators Banquet in the Rice 
Rittenhouse Hotel the final selection will be made. But being so designated from an array of competitors 
is recognition and an honor.4 
Progress in the Miss Prairie View Pageants has not come without some accompanying strain 
and tension even when the scene appeared quite serene. Those apparent serene seventies have produced 
moments of tension and strain on the national and state levels. But the system withstood the serious 
pressure and those progressive forces do not appear to relent. Securing those institutions which even 
some detractors relish might necessarily involve actions which produce anxious moments and tension. 
The Prairie View Pageants of the seventies have presented some of those anxious moments, which 
accompanied serenity and progress. The 1976 "Greeting" by Dr. A. I. Thomas, President of the 
University, continues to project those ambitious leadership qualities. He asserted, "All of the young 
ladies have exhibited exceptional grace and talent. To each of them I say Good Luck and continue to 
make the history of a great institution even greater.5 The Miss Prairie View story is a persistent evolving 
one. There are still lofty peaks to surmount. 
3Miss Penn, married and now Mrs. Sherrod, is the mother of twins. She has also been actively working with the Miss Prairie View Pageant, see 
Prairie View A&M College, Presents Miss Prairie View Pageant, 1971, 1976. 
"•Communication from Mrs. Erma English, mother of Miss Bernadine English, to Purvis M. Carter, Saturday, April 9, 1977. 
5The Seventh Annual—Miss Prairie View Pageant—1976. 
Miss Prairie View Pageant Queens 
1970-1977 
1970-1971 1971-1972 
MARGARET PENN SANDRA ADELL BAKER 
Houston. Tx.; attended P.V., 1970-73; Sociology Major; Houston, Tx.; attended P.V., 1968-72; 
Parents; Mrs. Hattie Jones Elementary Ed. Major, Sociology Minor; 
Parents: Mr. C. Baker 
1972-1973 
BERNADINE E. ENGLISH 
Prairie View, Tx.; attended P.V., 1969-73; Music Major; 
Parents: Mr. & Mrs. Leon English 
1973-1974 
EUNICE CARTWRIGHT 





ALTHEATATE SHELLY TOWNSEND 
Miami, Fla.; Physical Ed. Major Houston, Tx.; Education Major 
Greetings . . . 
I am delighted to welcome each of you to 
the Eighth Annual "MISS PRAIRIE VIEW 
PAGEANT," and also to our University. As 
you know, Prairie View is a friendly University, 
and as President, I always anticipate the 
occasions upon which we as parents, friends, 
members of the community and alumni can 
fellowship together. 
I am filled with pride as I sit tonight await­
ing the young ladies who will compete for the 
title of "Miss Prairie View." Although there 
can be only one "Miss Prairie View," I am sure 
that we will depart knowing that each young 
lady is a winner in her own right. 
All of the young ladies have exhibited 
exceptional grace and talent. To each of them 
I say, "Good Luck and continue to make the 
history of a great institution even greater. 
DR.  ALVIN I .  THOMAS 
Pres ident ,  Pra i r i e  V iew  A&M Unive r s i ty  
Finally, to the Students, Faculty and Staff I extend my sincere commendation for 
putting together another outstanding pageant. 
Miss Prairie View 
Farewell Message 
This year has been very rewarding and educational. Although time has passed quickly, I have 
enjoyed the experiences given me. Moreover, my association with various organizations has brought 
me closer to the student body. 
First, I wish to thank my parents, Mr. and Mrs. Shellie L. Townsend, for guiding and instructing 
me in the right way. Also, I wish to thank my sister, Miss Samaria A. Townsend for being my best 
friend. Secondly, I wish to thank Dr. W. W. Clemsponor; President, Dr. A. I. Thomas; Rev. W. V. 
Johnson; Dean of Women, Mrs. R. L. Bland Evans; Dr. R. A. Henry; Dr. J. Timothy Ashford; Mrs. 
Anna James; and special thanks to my second momma and manager, Mrs. Delia M. Hunt. Thirdly, 
thank you, to every faculty member, fraternity, sorority and student of Prairie View for supporting 
me in my efforts to become a good queen. 
Hence, whomever my successor is, I hope that she will enjoy serving and representing you as much 
as I did. In conclusion, "May the light from heaven shine upon each and every one of you." 
Shelley Ann Townsend 








ORA R.  JOSEPH LONNIE SMITH 
GWYEN WRIGHT 
Co-Host 





MRS.  N A N CY BANKSTON C A R T ER  
MR. CLIFTON SMITH; MRS. NANCY BANKSTON CARTER; MR. JIM A. 
McCLELLAND; and MR. LEE REVSON of Fort Worth, Texas (no photo) are 
our Miss Prairie View Judges for 1977. Mr. McClelland has a solid background 
in pageant production and direction. He served as writer, producer and director of 
the Miss Fort Worth Pageant for 3 years and was associated with that pageant for 
6 years. Formerly associated with the Miss Wool of America and with the Miss 
Teenage America pageants, he also works with the Miss Texas Scholarship Pag­
eant in Fort Worth. Mr. McClelland is president of AAA Advertising Specialties 
of America. He was graduated from TCU, is a member of the Frog Club and is also 
past president of the TCU Ex-Bandsman Association. An avid supporter of com­
munity projects, he works with various groups and organizations throughout the 
city of Fort Worth. The other judges are equally well qualified and share his interest. 
J IM A.  McCLELLAND CLIFTON SMITH 
Producer-Director 
M S .  M A R G A R E T  P E N N  S H E R R O D  
The Producer-Director of this evening's pageant is Mrs. Margaret Penn Sherrod. 
Ms. Sherrod is a 1973 graduate of Prairie View A&M University where she 
received her Bachelors Degree in Sociology. A member of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., 
Ms. Sherrod is presently employed at Prairie View A&M University as Associate 
Director of Student Activities. She is the mother of twins, Eddie and Edlecia. Ms. 
Sherrod, who is a former "Miss Black Texas," was the first "Miss Prairie View" to 
represent the University in the "MISS TEXAS" PAGEANT in Fort Worth. She has 
served on the judges' panel for the "MISS TEXAS HEMISPHERE" Pageant, as well 
as the "Miss Black Texas" Pageant. 
EIGHTH ANNUAL 
Miss Prairie View Pageant" 
lovely, Talented, and Successful" 
66 
66 
Produced and Directed by Margaret Penn S her rod 
OVERTURE Miss Prairie View Orchestra 
"DUES BLUES" Production Dancers 
Miss Prairie View Orchestra 
MASTER & MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES Mr. Bob Nicholas 
PARADE OF CONTESTANTS 
THE REIGNING MISS PRAIRIE VIEW Miss Shelley Townsend 
INTRODUCTION OF JUDGES 
TALENT COMPETITION Contestants 
MUSICAL SELECTION Miss Prairie View Orchestra 
Mr. Victor Hebert, Director 
GUEST PERFORMER Mr. Phillip Stewart 
SWIMSUIT COMPETITION Contestants 
MUSICAL SELECTION Miss Prairie View Orchestra 
Mr. Victor Hebert, Director 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF SPECIAL GUEST 
"IF ALL THE WORLD WERE A CONCERT" Ms. Althea Tate, Vocalist 
(Music Composed & Arranged—Glenn Osser) Production Dancers 
EVENING GOWN COMPETITION Contestants 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF MISS CONGENIALITY 
FAREWELL Shelley Townsend 
Miss Prairie View 1976 





"Miss Prairie View" 1977 
Dr. Alvin I. Thomas 
President of the University 
. . . .  M r .  E l d r i d g e  E d w a r d s  
CROWNING OF "MISS PRAIRIE VIEW" 
"THERE SHE IS" 
The Producer-Director wishes to extend her sincere appreciation to the many friends of the 
University, the Students, Staff and Faculty, along with the Administration for making this production 
possible. Everyone is invited to attend a reception for Miss Prairie View in the Memorial Center Ball­
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ARMY ROTC. 
LEARN WHAT IT TAKES TO LEAD* 
Call the PMS,PRAIRIE VIEW'S 
„ 3209 AROTC 4512 
The gold bars of an Army officer. 
The earning of a second lieu­
tenant's gold bars is a proud 
moment for a man and his family. 
They represent not just the symbol 
of his achievement and rank, but 
also his responsibility. 
That responsibility is to lead. 
And today, in an Army of better 
educated and highly motivated 
young men and women, the de­
mands on a young officer are 
tougher than ever. 
You not only have to manage 
people, but money and materials as 
well. To make more important plan­
ning decisions than most young 
executives. 
The need for such people is 
one reason why Army ROTC is 
offered to veterans at hundreds of 
colleges and universities. The 
acquired disciplines of mind and 
spirit, and the ability to perform 
under pressure, are important 
to us. The people who demon­
strate these qualities are the 
people we want to become 
Army officers. 
The benefits are as great 
as the demands. Scholarship 
opportunities. Practical expe­
rience as a leader and a man­
ager. And a monthly subsis­
tence allowance of $100 a 
month for up to 20 months 
during your last two years of 
college. 
So if you're thinking of 
taking Army ROTC, what we 
offer has to be weighed carefully 
against what we expect in return. 
A man or woman who is ready 
to serve as an Army officer. 
And be worthy of the gold bars. 
salutes... 
Miss Prairie View 
NAVAL ROTC UNIT 
THIRD FLOOR SPENCE HALL 
PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 
Sponsors 
The Guaranty Bond State Bank of Waller 
Union Carbide Corporation 
Brenham Coca-Cola Bottling Co. 
Upward Bound — Dr. I. C. Gordon 




Big Four Building Service, Inc. 
i 
Mervay Sales Co. 
"DISTRIBUTOR OF NATIONAL 
BRANDS ETHNIC PRODUCTS" 
BUSINESS: 691-6808 
P. O. BOX 385-67 




10th and Austin 
HEMPSTEAD, TEXAS 77445 
irana! 
GRANADA, MUSTANG II, PINTO, MAVERICK, TORINO 
LTD, THUNDERBIRD 
R. B. (Bill) Nicks, Dealer 
Local Phone 826-2476 Houston Phone 463-1010 
PROFILE OF SUCCESS 
PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY LEADS THE NATION 
IN PRODUCING MORE BLACK ENGINEERS THAN THE 
286 OTHER ENGINEERING COLLEGES IN THIS COUNTRY 
• Nearly 800 Engineering graduates have been produced by Prairie View A&M University 
• Prairie View's Engineering Graduates serve in professional positions with the leading industries 
in the nation. 
• Nearly 600 major industrial corporations, governmental agencies and consulting engineering 
firms recruit our graduates each year. 
• Our summer programs, such as the engineering concepts institute provide opportunities to high 
school students to learn about the exciting world of engineering. 
• 157 engineering graduates of Prairie View serve Houston and the Gulf Coast of Texas. 
Among these Graduates are: 
LIONEL B. ANDERSON, P.E. 
Reliability Engineer 
Philco-Ford Corporation 
AGGIE KIRKSEY BENNETT, A.E. 
Hydraulic Engineer 
U. S. Corps of Engineers 
Galveston, Texas 
RAYMOND BENNETT, P.E. 
Electrical Engineer 
Union Carbide Corp. 
Texas City, Texas 
MORTON BOSTON, JR., M.E. 
Staff Engineer 
Amoco Oil Co., Inc. 
Texas City, Texas 
ROBERT CRAWFORD, C.E. 
Design Engineer 
Southwestern Bell Telephone Co. 
LONNIE DAVIS, President 
General Engineering and 
Contracting Co. 
Texas City, Texas 
AARON GRAHAM, P.E. 
Supervisor, Civil Engineering 
Branch U.S. Corps of Engineers 
Galveston, Texas 
CHARLES GOODEN, P.E. 
Senior Associate Member 
Walter P. Moore and Associates, Inc. 
O'NEAL GREGORY,' A.E. 
Project Engineer 
Caudill, Rowlett, Scott, Inc. 
GEORGE HADNOT, C.E. 
MITS Contract Engineer 
Exxon Company, U. S. A. 
THOMAS HADNOT, C.E. 
Project Engineer 
Exxon Chemical Co. 
U.S.A. 
JAMES T. HART, A.E. 
Design Engineer 
Shell Oil Co., Inc. 
BILLY T. HERVEY, M.E. 
Aerospace Engineer 
NASA-Houston 
KENNETH HOBBS, E E. 
Project Engineer 
Bechtel Corp. 
LEONARD HODRICK, E.E. 
Electronic Engineer 
Tenneco, Inc. 
CURTIS NYMAN, E.E. 
Electronic Engineer 
National Aeronautics Space 
Administration 
LEROY INGRAM, P.E. 
Design Engineer 
L T V. Aerospace Division 
RAYDELL IGLEHARDT, E.E. 
Electrical Engineer 
Union Carbide Company, Inc. 
GEORGE KELLEY, P. E. 
Electronic Engineer 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration 
DOUGLAS McCALL, A.E. 
Design Engineer 
Brown and Root, Inc. 
CALVIN MITCHELL 
Systems Engineer 
N. W. Kellogg Co. 
ALBERT NATHAN, A.E. 
Structural Engineer 
Turner, Collie and Braden, Inc. 
WILLIE NORTH, P.E. 
Senior Civil Engineer 
M. W. Kellogg Co. 
DONALD POLK, M. E. 
Project Engineer 
Bechtel Corporation, Inc. 
BRUCE ROBERSON, M. E. 
Mechanical Engineer 
Shell Oil Company 
EDWARD ROBINSON, E.E. 
Electrical Engineer 
General Electric Corp. 
JAMES O. SCALES, M.E. 
Simulation Engineer 
NASA-Houston 
WILLIE SANDERS, E.E. 
Electronic Engineer 
Dow Chemical, U.S.A. 
CLEVELAND SHEPARD, P.E. 
Associate Member 
Walter P. Moore and 
Associates, Inc. 
VERNON SHIELDS, P.E. 
Electronic Engineer 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 
JOHN SLOAN, A.E. 
Production Architect 
Caudill, Powlett, Scott, Inc. 
CARRINGTON STWERT, P.E. 
Electronic Engineer 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 
PAUL STINER, E.E. 
Senior Associate 
Federal Systems Division 
I.B.M. Corporation 
JOE W. TOLIVER, P.E. 
Associate Professor of 
Engineering Technology 
University of Houston 
DORIS GIBBS WASHINGTON, A.E. 
Structural Engineer 
Bovay Engineers, Inc. 
OTIS WHITE, P.E. 
President 
Otis White and Associates 
LOUIS WELLS, C.E. 
Design Engineer 
Pyramid Derrick and Equipment Co. 




COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING 
Prairie View A&M University 
Prairie View, Texas 
COMMERCIAL STATE BANK C O M P L I M E N T S  
"Your Country Bank 
and Proud of It" 
San Augustine Texas 75972 
Telephone: 713/275-2361 
to 
Miss Prairie View Contestants 
from 




NELSYN'S FURNITURE STORES 
San Augustine, Texas 75972 
Telephone: 713/275-2605 
San Augustine, Texas 75972 
Telephone: 713/ 275-3690 
C O M P L I M E N T S  
• 
to C O M P L I M E N T S  
All Contestants to 
from ALL CONTESTANTS 
PERCY GARNER & SON 
MORTUARY 
from 
THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK 
San Augustine, Texas 75972 
Telephone: 713 / 275-2511 
San Augustine, Texas 75972 
• 
C O M P L I M E N T S  
to 
All  rPlTMTFQTATMTQ 
B E S T  W I S H E S  





Senior Fellow R. L. Bland Evans 
of Drew Hall 
A 
PROMPT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
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BRIGGETT & VICTOR 
ROBINSON 
J. T. Ashford 1201 FarquharSt. 
Theodore Oliver Navasota, Texas 77868 




DIVISION OF CAREER EDUCA HON/ 
PLACEMENT SERVICES 
ft 
CO OPERA TIVEEDUCA TION 
Prairie View AfUniversity 





Alpha Kappa Sorority 
Zeta Gamma Omega Chapter 
The most important element of any 
pageant is, of course, the contestant. The 
personal grooming and over-all preparation 
of each contestant is very essential in con­
ducting a good, sound pageant. 
Since 1970, Mrs. Delia M. Hunt has 
worked in the capacity of Miss Prairie View 
Sponsor and has contributed much to the 
good grooming and well-being of each Miss 
Prairie View. 
Mrs. Hunt is an Assistant Professor in 
the College of Home Economics (Clothing 
and Textiles) and is affiliated with the 
American Association of University Women, 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., and the state 
and national Home Economics Associations. 
Ward's Pharmacy 









GULF SERVICE STATION 






















Allstates Chemical is proud to participate 
in the 
Miss Prairie View Pageant 
Allstates Chemical is proud to participate in 
the Miss Prairie View Pagent. 
ALLSTATES CHEMICAL CORPORATION 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 






Super Save Food Market 
"HOME-OWNED CONVENIENCES" 
SERVING THE UNIVERSITY AND THE CITY 
Jacob L. Boyer, Owner 
857-3512 F.M. 1098 EAST PRAIRIE VIEW, TEXAS 




Contestants of 1975 and 1976 
Patrons 
Mr. T. R. Lawson 
Mr. and Mrs. Gus Allen 
Holly Hall 
Mrs. Claudia Cook 
(Best Wishes Gwen Hauntz) 
Pageant Production Committee 
Mrs. Margaret Sherrod 
Mr. Earl Moore 
Mr. Earnest Mosky 
Mrs. Joe Ladner 
Coronation Ball Feature in the late 30's 
ANTHER CORONATION BALL PROMISES UNPRECEO 
Will Henry Bennett and His Prairie View Collegians Will Play For Coronation 
Miss Homecoming — 1939 
MRS. WILMA ROLIGON HOGAN 
Announcing 
THE 1977 
S U M M E R  S E S S I O N  
2 SIX-WEEK TERMS 
MAY 30 — JULY 5 
JULY 6 — AUGUST 20 
3-WEEK COURSES 
MAY 30 — JUNE 19 
JULY 7 — JULY 23 
• • • • 
FALL TERM BEGINS 
AUGUST 31 
Each year Prairie View sponsors a Pageant to 
select a representative to the Miss Texas and 
Miss America Pageants. Some of the finest 
young women in Texas participate in this event 
and a large number of university staff members 
help prepare these girls to improve their talents, 
personality, and other attributes of finer woman­
hood. 
This is another part of our continuing effort To 
Produce Productive People. 
Prairie View A&M 
University 
SINCE 1876 PRAIRIE VIEW, TEXAS 77445 
